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Bridgestone backs World Solar Challenge 
 
Bridgestone has renewed its sponsorship of the world’s biggest solar car challenge. 
 
The Bridgestone World Solar Challenge from Darwin to Adelaide will be held in October this 
year, and has already attracted 28 registered competitors. 
 
Tourism Minister Leon Bignell welcomed Bridgestone’s return as the event’s major sponsor, 
and said the 3000 kilometre challenge would bring together some of the world’s most 
innovative thinkers. 
 
“Teams from industry, research and technical institutions, and leading universities will bring 
their cars to Australia next October for one of the world’s most extreme engineering 
challenges,” Mr Bignell said. 
 
“The event has become a true global challenge, with new teams from South Africa, Nigeria, 
and Poland joining regulars from Australia, the United States, Japan, the Netherlands, 
Sweden, China, Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Korea, the United Kingdom, Canada, 
Colombia, and Germany. 
 
“The Bridgestone World Solar Challenge generates business and education tourism for South 
Australia and the Northern Territory, adding $5 million to the South Australia economy." 
 
South Australian Motor Sport Board Chief Executive Mark Warren said ground-breaking 
changes to the event’s regulations should produce one of the most exciting solar challenges 
ever. 
 
“The 28 entries received so far is the most we’ve ever had this far out from the event. With 
entries not closing until March 27, we’re anticipating one of our strongest fields, with entries 
from about 25 countries,” he said. 
 
“Three classes of cars will be included in the 2015 challenge – Challenger, Cruiser, and 
Adventure – with changes made to the number of stops, charging rules, and vehicle design to 
continue to push the teams and the technology closer to every day sustainability in the 
motoring world.” 
 
 


